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19 January 1962

Honorable Richard B. Russell
Chairman, Armed Services Committee
United States Senate

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Senator Russell:

This morning Senator Symington called my attention to a
speech made by Senator Wayne Morse yesterday in which he
quoted a Drew Pearson column of January 17, a portion of which
relating to Sherman Adams appareatly has not been printed by
papars carrying Pearson's material. The essence of the article
was that [ depended upon the opinion of Sherman Adams for a
Judgment on conflict-of-interest matters and, since in Pearson’s
epinion Sherman Adams had since been discredited, his opinion
on this both delicate and important matter was subject to gquestion,
The balance of the article is typical Pearson theme, all of which
was discussed yesterday and on many prior occasions and does
Rot warrant comment by me in this letter.

However, for your information, the procedurs established
by the Eisenhower Administration was one under which Sherman
Adams as Special Assistant to President Zisenhower requested the
Attorney General to examine the personal affairs of a candidate and
rendsr a written opinion as to whether conflict-of- interest existed.
This was done in my case. It was not Sherman Adams but the
Department of Justice which madg the finding. This was done in
writing over the signature of the Assistant Attorney General, Oifice
of legal Counsel. The study was penetrating and the written report
comaprehensive. At the tims of my ARC confirmation hearings I
asked for and received permiassion to release to the Joint Committee
the Attorney General's report which, as a procedural matter, was
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addresssd io Sherman Adams. This request was granted. The
concinsions of the opinion are lacluded verbatim in the transcript
of the hearings which are avallable to you and to your Committee.

I think the other points covered iu the Drew Fearson article
quoted by Senator Morse were discussed in detail yesterday.

Yours very truly,
WTCRED

John A, McCone
Director
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